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WELCOME

Thank you for your interest in our school. As you look through the pages of our Prospectus, we hope the
spirit of the school will be conveyed to you. Within that spirit we are committed to:

e asafe and happy environment, as a basis for all of our school community to engage in learning.

e avision of progress through change, while ensuring that we are well organised and making
each day purposeful and worthwhile.

e teams of people working together for the benefit of each individual.

While we try to communicate these and other features of school life through these pages, to really
appreciate what we accomplish here at DESS, you would need to visit us. We are looking forward to
meeting you at some time in the near future.

Andy Yeoman
Headteacher

SCHOOL INFORMATION

ADDRESS :

TELEPHONE :
FAX:

E-MAIL :
WEBSITE :

PUPILS ON ROLL :

TYPE AND AGE RANGE :

HEADTEACHER :

CHAIR OF GOVERNORS :

SCHOOL HOURS :

Doha English Speaking School
P.O. Box 7660

Doha

Qatar

+974 44592750
+974 44592761
dess@dess.orq
www.dess.org

715

Preschool and Primary School, 37111 years
Mr. Andrew Yeoman

Mr. Emad Turkman

Preschool: 7.4071 12.45

Reception/KS1: 7.4071 12.55
KS2: 7.3071 1.00
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OUR VISION

- An International Beacon of Excellence in Education -

DESS: an international beacon of excellence in education, where all can enjoy learning and
achieve full potential in their academic, creative, personal, physical and moral development.

In creating our vision we should continue to consult with all relevant stakeholders to assess
our education needs 8 now and for the future. This should cover a range of issues and is
expected to be ambitious and far-sighted. It should encompass:

The ongoing planning, implementation and evaluation of a broad and balanced
curriculum which develops knowledge and understanding and the skills for learning

The promotion of DESS as a healthy school; developing healthy and happy children,
who achieve more and are successful in learning and in life

The promotion of staff wellbeing; made effective from a foundation of open
communication, a positive working and living environment and the provision of
opportunities for continuing professional development

Using capital investment to deliver the highest standard in education and to significantly
develop the school working environment. The school should inspire learning. It should
nurture every pupil and member of staff. Buildings should be a source of pride and a
very practical resource

The recognition of the school community as a fundamental element in the drive toward
the school 6s vision

The development of state-of-the-art Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
provision, through the promotion of a strategic plan for ICT

The implementation of a school operations and organisational structure which best
supports the school in its mission and vision

The education vision s the starting point for purposeful dialogue with
stakeholders and for defining the scope of projects for the future.

Learning Together i High Expectations 1 Celebrating Success
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MISSION AND VALUES
OUR VALUES

At DESS we value:

care and consideration which allow everyone to thrive

the fostering of respect for, and tolerance of, others and their differing cultures

the creation of a trusting community where honesty and integrity are the norm

the nurturing of highself-e st eem and the confidence to O6hav
a climate of enthusiasm and enjoyment in learning

the development of skill for lifelong learning

the desire to improve through reflective learning

the perseverance to strive for success

the pursuit of excellence

the celebration of efforts and achievements

OUR MISSION
Our mission at DESS is to:

create a happy, secure, stimulating and supportive learning environment

care for the whole child i prepare future citizens

develop the National Curriculum for England in a relevant, meaningful and rigorous way
offer not for profit education

work in partnership with our community

welcome innovation

provide staff with the opportunities to enhance and develop professional skills
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ABOUT OUR SCHOOL

DESS is the not-for-profit primary school of
Doha, sponsored by the British Embassy. We
are committed to a balanced curriculum, with
learning at the heart of our mission. Our
children represent 64 nations (80% British) and
together generate a culture of success and
enjoyment. Learning is led by an excellent group
of adults who work in teams to achieve the
highest standards academically as well as
providing a very happy working environment.
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The history of the school dates back to 1971
when an English Speaking Primary School
catering for British children was first built.

The junior school was opened in February 1979
by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il and Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al Thani, the present Emir.

The discovery and subsequent exploitation of a huge gas field on its north coast has led to significant
economic progress in Qatar in recent years. This in turn has led to a rapid expansion of the Doha English
Speaking School, both in terms of pupil numbers and overall facilities.

The school caters for children between the ages
of three and eleven years. Although the
admissions policy prioritises British children, the
school has a strong international element.

The school is situated within a large compound

in Al Maarri Street near the TV station. It has 31
classrooms with each having its own

activity area and secluded garden. DESS boasts
superb facilities; we have a well equipped gymnasium,
2 networked ICT suites, a large Music room, a Cookery
room, an Art/DT room, a grass football pitch, tennis
courts, adventure playground, a large covered
swimming pool and a multi-purpose hall with

theatre and fully equipped sports area.

The school is fully networked with interactive Smart
Boards in all classrooms. We also have an
exceptional library which is fully staffed and contains
over seventeen thousand books. As we recognise that
reading is of fundamental importance to overall
achievement, children have daily access to the library.
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There are approximately 715 children in the
school with a maximum of 24 children in each
class (20 in Reception - FS2 and Preschool 1 FS1
classes). At present there are 31 classes. The
syllabus followed is based on the National
Curriculum for England. Children take the National
Curriculum Tests at Years 2 and 6 in the

same way as they would if in the UK. Results are
significantly above the UK averages and far
exceed UK national targets (Optional Tests in
Years 3, 4 and 5 are also undertaken).

All our teachers are experienced in the UK education system. In addition to one teacher per class, there
are full time assistants who support the class teachers, and there is also a Learning Support department.

We have specialist Music and French teachers and a well staffed P.E. department. In addition to weekly
lessons in all areas of P.E., including swimming, children participate in a full programme of after school
activities and inter-school competitions. DESS teams are renowned for their commitment, sportsmanship
and record of outstanding success.

DESS benefits from the work of highly committed professionals who are prepared to devote time, over and
above that spent in their classrooms, to enhancing the quality of teaching and learning in the school and to
curriculum development.
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The school gates open at 7.00am; a whistle is blown at
7.20am when all children make their way to their classrooms.

Key Stage 2 begin lessons promptly at 7.30am, whilst children in
Preschool, Reception and Key Stage 1 formally start at 7.40am.

There is a twenty minute break at 9.40am for children in Years 4,
5 and 6, children from Year R Year 3 at 10.00am and Preschool
10.20am. Break is always followed by a twenty minute snack
time.

1\l . = The school day ends for children in Preschool at 12.45, 12.55 for
ﬁi\ “ B L A . Reception and Key Stage 1, whilst Key Stage 2 finish at 1.00pm.
|\ 1 . Children who are attending Extra Curricular Activities will be
i allowed a 15 minute snack time. ECAs begin at 1.15pm.

We expect that parents arrive promptly to collect children and
deliver them punctually at the start of the day.

SCHOOL TERMS

Children are required to be in school for a minimum of 180 days. These are divided into 3 school terms,
which are :

Autumn Term 7 Term One
September i December

Spring Term i Term Two
January i March/April

Summer Term T Term Three
April T end of June/July

Term dates for the current year are attached to this prospectus.
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ADMISSIONS

Our school aims to provide education primarily for British children, such that they may re-enter the
education system seamlessly upon their return to the UK.

Children with full British passports will be given priority for placements at DESS, as will siblings of holders
of non-British passports who already have a place at DESS. Children will be allocated a Year Group
according to age. The academic year is from 1 September to 31 August.

The school requires that for entry, children should be able to communicate in English at a level
appropriate to their age and development. This applies to all children, including full British passport
holders, or siblings of children already at school.

YOUR CHI LD0OS LEARNI NG

The broad and balanced curriculum will stimulate
your child to acquire knowledge and develop
individual skills.

Chil drends achievements
all enjoy success and praise regularly

during their time in school. We encourage children
to become independent and confident in both their
work and social development.

The pupils are taught in mixed ability classes

with children of the same age; all class teachers

di fferentiate work accor
From Year 1 to Year 6 there are 4 classes per

year group that take up to 24 children, in Reception there are 4 classes, with up to 20 children per
class and Preschool, 3 classes with a maximum of 20 children.

Every classroom is fully furnished and equipped with the highest quality learning resources
which include at least two computers and an Interactive Smart Board. All children are timetabled
weekly to use one of thetwos c hool 6 s cosmputer suite

The curriculum is broad and balanced and provides for the academic, moral, physical, creative and
personal and social development of every child.

The National Curriculum Programmes of Study are divided into Key Stages as follows :



DOHA ENGLISH SPEAKING SCHOOL

Learning Together T High Expectations T Celebrating Success
FOUNDATION STAGE
The Foundation Stage makes a crucial contribution

learning. We provide children with a rich variety of teaching and learning experiences that are
appropriate to their needs. The Foundation Stage is about developing key learning skills such as
listening, speaking, concentrating, persistence and learning to work and co-operate with others.

The six areas of learning that make up the Foundation Stage curriculum are:

A Personal and social devel opment

A - Communication, |l anguage and I|iteracy
AProblem solving, reasoning and numeracy

A Knowl edge and understanding of the world
A Physical devel opment

A Creative devel opment

The teaching to achieve these early learning goals will be through first hand experience and
structured play. The areas of experience will be linked to the National Curriculum.

Assessments of development and learning needs
will be ongoing throughout the school year.
During the first half of the autumn term the
teacher will carry out a baseline assessment for
every child. This will establish where they are in
aspects of their learning and development

to help future planning.

We encourage children towards reading,
communication and mathematical skills from the
very beginning. Much of this earlier learning is
achieved through carefully structured play.

Young children who cannot read or write often
express their ideas and feelings through play.

It is an important way of developing new skills and
building up relationships with other children both individually and in groups. All learning is based on
the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum.

The teaching of reading begins in Reception and is taught using a wide range of books, including
some from reading schemes. Books are organised in a structured, graded way to allow

children many opportunities for consolidation of key vocabulary. We encourage parents to

work with their child at home by reading with them on a daily basis.
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KEY STAGE 1 AND KEY STAGE 2

Key Stage 1 (ages 5-7 years) and 2 (ages 8-11 years)

The core curriculum at Key Stages 1 and 2 comprises:
A English

A Mat hematics

A Science

A 1| nf o €amentinication Technology (ICT)

Children also study the subjects below as part of the
National Curriculum. These are called foundation subjects.

A Art and Design

A Design Technology (DT)
A History

A Geography

A Music

A Physical Educati on

Children are also taught Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship
Education.

PERSONAL AND SOCIAL EDUCATION

Personal and social education is at the heart of all we do at DESS. We operate a whole school
House Point system and teachers also choose a representative from each class who is recognised
asthe6 St ar of CerhfieateY\arecalwaided in our weekly assemblies, whilst House Point
trophies are awarded at the end of term assemblies.

The School Council provides an avenue through which our children are able to voice their opinions.

There are two pupil representatives from each Year Group from Year 1 to Year 6. These children

are voted in by their peers and meet monthlyto discussand share their own and o
suggestions.

PSHE and Citizenship is taught throughout the schc
Ti med wher e avdlop theskilis bfdhinleng, listening and speaking whilst being given the
opportunity to discuss concerns, or consider important issues.

OQur school supports O6Hope and Ho me sneyfarchild@hwhbdr end,
have been orphaned as a result of war or disease. In June, we hold a fund-raising week in order to
raise money for this important childrends charity.

10



SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

Learning Together

i High Expectations

DOHA ENGLISH SPEAKING SCHOOL

i Celebrating Success

Chil drenos

progress

i s

constantly

monitored

Occasionally we find that a child does not make the progress we expect. In this instance,

parents would be consulted and appropriate steps to support the child taken.

An Individual Education Plan may be made with individual targets, review dates and ideas
to help parents to support their child at home. If targets continue not to be met, outside

agencies such as Educational Psychologists, Speech and Language Therapists may be called upon for
extra advice and support.

Parents will always be consulted and kept fully informed at every stage once we have identified

that their child could benefit from some extra help. This could be for educational, personal or social

needs.

Our assessment procedures will identify children of very high academic ability and
work will be planned, within the class, to meet the learning requirements of these children.

and

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

We offer a wide variety of clubs that take place after school. These are run by members of staff, parents
and outside agencies. Some of the clubs we offer are:

Art and crafts

Choir

Football and rugby
Gymnastics

Chess

Keyboard

Piano, violin and guitar
Netball and basketball
Swimming and snorkelling
Science

School magazine
Arabic

11
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HOMEWORK

We recognise parents/guardians as the first educators of their children. When children start school they
have already learned an enormous amount in terms of knowledge and skills and they could not have

done so without their parents. Parents continuetosuppor t t heir chil drends | earni

years mostly by providing a safe and stimulating home environment and through informal discussion, but
al so more formally t hr ou gihlisteniag to themsread, iencausaging thematd
perform practical tasks (e.g. cooking), helping them learn their tables. At DESS we aim to establish a
productive partnership between home and school by providing opportunities for parents to complement
and supplement the work of teachers so that the children will continue to benefit from the teaching that
they have received in the pre-school years. Homework has a crucial role in this context.

PRINCIPLES OF HOMEWORK AT DESS

¢ The foundations of effective homework practices are established early on and develop progressively
across the key stages i effective homework practices can also be used to support effective transitionary
links to the secondary phase.

o Staff and pupils regard homework as an integral part of the curriculum 7 it is planned and prepared
alongside all other programmes of learning.

e Homework is organised effectively, is manageable for teachers and children and contributes to the
challenge of raising attainment.

e The support of parents and carers is seen as essential. They assist in many ways, for example,
helping their children at home, monitoring homework, providing encouragement and even assisting with
the marking of homework.

e Parents are provided with an on-going opportunity to see the kind of work the children are expected to
do and to comment on it and their childés achie
o Effective homework strategies support a range of settings in which pupils learn, for example, through
parental support and guidance, joint family learning tasks and independent learning.

e Homework tasks are differentiated and are appropriate to the needs of individuals.

¢ Homework is age appropriate and becomes increasingly more demanding as children progress through
the school.

e Opportunities for consolidation and extension are provided.

¢ An appropriate degree of independence on the part of the children is encouraged.

¢ A balanced range of stimulating tasks across the curriculum is included.

e Homework is marked according to the general school marking policy.

e The quality of completed homework is monitored and reviewed at regular periods in consultation with
pupils and parents.

12
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Excursions play an essential role in our work and are
used to reinforce our teaching. These take place on a
regular basis. They vary from visits to places in our
locality, for instance, geography field trips to old Qatari
villages, local beaches to study the coastline, to outdoor
pursuits in Fujairah and ski trips in Switzerland.

DESS®6 sports teams
travel overseas to compete

against other schools in

the Middle East in BSME

competitions.

WELFARE

The health and welfare of your child is our first priority. We will always contact you if we have
any concerns. -

Medical Care

We have a full time school nurse who is available to care for any child
who becomes ill in school. We will need your telephone numbers and
numbers of other emergency contacts. You will need to ensure that
these are kept up to date.

Food and Drink
Children are allocated a twenty minute snack break during the day. We ask that all our children are
provided with a daily snack box, the healthier the better. Children should also possess their own
water bottle which can be filled on the school premises from one of our many water fountains or
containers. Children who are attending Extra Curricular Activities may be provided with an additional
snack which will be consumed at 1pm, prior to the lesson. DESS has a no nut policy.

13
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National Curriculum Tests

In the summer term, children in Years 2 and 6 carry out the required National Curriculum Tasks and

Tests (NCTs). Parents are informed of how their child has done at the end of the summer term as part

of their childés annual school report. OpRdsdtnaal t es
DESS are significantly higher than the national average.

2011 KEY STAGE 1 STATUTORY ASSESSMENT

The following table shows the percentage of Year 2 children achieving each level at DESS during
2011.

Level 2B represent achievement at the nationally expected standard for most 7 year olds. Levels 1 and
2C represents achievement below, Levels 2A and 3 above.

END OF KEY STAGE 1

Percentage at each level
5 - -
LEVEL 1 2C 2B 2A 3 % re:;gé’l?e%rlgcgleed'”g
Mathematics 3 19 21 26 31 97
Writing | 17 || 24 | 22 || 28 | o | 83
Reading Test 6 4 32 22 35 94

NATIONAL CURRICULUM TESTS FOR THE END OF KEY STAGE 2

The following table shows the percentage of Year 6 children achieving each level at DESS during 2011.
Level 4 is the expected level at Year 6. Each level represents approximately a two-year
workload/attainment.

| END OF KEY STAGE 2 |
| Percentage at each level |
Below 3 4 5 % reaching or exceeding expected
LEVEL Level level
3
| English | o || a1 || 57 || 42 | 99 |
| Mathematics || 0o || 7 || 48 || 45 | 93 |

14
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SCHOOL UNIFORM

DAILY UNIFORM

HAT i plain red

We stock Australian made, full sun protection in slouch &
legionnaire cap styles.
Required to be worn every break and at all outdoor PE lessons

BOYS: Dark Grey shorts
OR
Dark Grey Trousers

Plain red polo shirt
OR
Tailored shirt

Sensible, tailored, but not tight fitting (STOCKED IN UNIFORM
SHOP)

Sensible, tailored, only usually required for a short period during
winter

NOT STOCKED IN UNIFORM SHOP

Aertex type with collar and school logo

Red & white stripe

GIRLS Dress
OR

Plain red polo shirt with :

Dark grey skirt
OR

Dark grey skort
OR
Dark grey trousers

Red & white stripe. Sensible length, not mini

Aertex type with collar and school logo

Sensible length, not mini

Shorts with a skirt flap at front

Sensible, tailored, (only usually required for a short period in

winter).
NOT STOCKED IN UNIFORM SHOP

EVERY I TEM MUST
AVAILABLE TO ORDER.

LABELLED.

STERK-OICRERSONALNSED BABELFSO N

PERMANENT FABRIC PEN MARKERS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE.

WE ALSO HAVE GOOD QUALITY SECOND HAND ITEMS i FUNDS GO TO THE PTA.
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ALL CHILDREN WILL NEED:-

PE KIT:
Plain red shorts Elasticated waist
White polo shirt Aertex type with collar & school logo
Swimming costume Red with school logo
Girls: one piece costume
Pool shoes Boys: cycle shorts or speedo styles
For walking to and from the pool
Games Shoes Sensible trainers or plimsoles suitable for outdoor activities,
preferably non-marking
NOT STOCKED AT UNIFORM SHOP
SENSIBLE SHOES i black or dark grey Flat soled, low heeled shoes.
NO TRAINERS, BOOTS OR SANDALS.
NOT STOCKED AT UNIFORM SHOP
SOCKS i grey, white, red NOT STOCKED AT UNIFORM SHOP
V-NECK SWEATSHIRT Red or light grey with school logo
BOOK BAG i with school logo Daily for classroom/library books; Preschool from Term 2
PE BAG i with school logo Bring on PE Days (Waterproof drawstring or backpack style)
WATER BOTTLE, Years 1 -6 Refillable with sports cap. Children are encouraged to drink
WATER throughout the day
NOT STOCKED AT UNIFORM SHOP
HAIR TIES School colours of red, white, grey only. Uniform Shop stocks
scrunchies and hairbands in school red/white stripes
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PARENTS AND OUR SCHOOL

You ar e \brstand mdstinhpdr@ant educator. At D.E.S.S. we recognise the important role
you have to play in supporting your child and developing a positive attitude to school and learning.
Research has shown that children learn best when home and school work in partnership. At
D.E.S.S. we offer a wide range of opportunities for parents to actively participate in supporting
their children in school.

AParent/teacher consultation days i a chance to find

out how your child is doing in school. There are

consultation days in the autumn and spring terms.

ASchool newsletter i an online school newsletter with all

the latest news and information is emailed weekly, or can

be found on our school website.

ACurriculum Presentations i there are opportunities to
attend meetings, where specific areas of the school

curriculum are discussed and explained in detai,| and to
undertake some simple Ohands
ACoffee mornings i there are coffee mornings every
term,organise d by our stoWwhucballpasent® T A,
are invited.

AOpen Days i give parents the chance to visit classes

and observe learning taking place in a typical day.

AClass Parents i at the beginning of the school year a

parent is nominated to be the Class Parent. Their job is to
broaden our lines of communication between home and

school, to welcome and advise new parents, to contact

parents, when extra hands are needed, for example, with
school trips and productions. Some Class Parents

even organise social events with other parents, or parties

for the children.

APTA i our school PTA meets on a monthly basis to discuss
ways to raise funds for whole school projects. The PTA also
organises our annual fair.

Teachers are available at the start and

end of every day to discuss any

immediate concerns on an informal basis

if necessary, or an appointment can be
made to meet at a mutually convenient date
and time, when longer sessions are required.
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EVENTS

PRODUCTIONS

At DESS we aim to excel in the Performing Arts. All our children have

the opportunity to oOowalk the boardséo
Key Stage 2, are generally linked to History topics. We have a fantastic
sound and light system, funded by the PTA, which enhances the quality
of our performances.

TOPIC DAYS

At the end of each Key Stage 2 history topic, our pupils dress in costume, in order to experience life in the
period being studied. Year 3 children dress as Romans/Celts and are invited to partake in a banquet,
immersing themselves in Roman activities. Year 4 dress as Tudors, Year 5 Victorians, whilst Year 6
experience both Ancient Egyptian and Ancient Greek activities.
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WINTER FAIR

The PTA organises our annual fair, which is a highly
successful event in our school calendar. The Doha
community travels from far and wide to purchase art and
crafts, sample barbecued meats and shwarma, join friends
for coffee; whilst children compete in festive

challenges, entertain our audiences with singing, dancing
and gymnastic displays or visit our grotto.
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SCHOOL TERMS AND HOLIDAY DATES 2011/12

AUTUMN TERM 2011

Sunday 11 September First Day
Thursday 3 November Last Day
Sunday 6 November to Thursday 10 November Eid Al Adha break
Sunday 13 November First Day
Thursday 15 December Last Day End of Autumn Term
(65 days)

SPRING TERM 2012
Tuesday 3 January First Day
Thursday 16 February Last Day
Sunday 19 February to Thursday 23 February Half term break
Sunday 26 February First Day
Thursday 5 April Last Day End of Spring Term
(63 days)

SUMMER TERM 2012
Sunday 22 April First Day
Thursday 24 May Last Day
Sunday 27 May to Tuesday 29 May Half term break
Wednesday 30 May First Day
Thursday 5 July Last Day End of Summer Term
(52 days)

(180 days total)

20
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MAP OF OUR LOCATION

AND FINALLY . ..
We would be delighted to invite you to visit our school. Our staff and children are at all times

welcoming and happy to see new faces. If you would like to make an appointment to visit, please
contact us via telephone or email.

All schools are very different and choosing the right one for your child is not an easy task.

We wish you every successinfindi ng t he school that best suits yol
interests and learning needs.



